Intracerebral hemorrhage: pathophysiology and therapy.
Spontaneous intracerebral hemorrhage, from several sources, causes instantaneous mass effect, disruption of surrounding brain, and often an early neurological death. If the patient survives the initial event, the hematoma can lead to secondary brain injury, neurological deficits, and, occasionally, delayed fatality. The mechanisms that trigger pathophysiological changes in and around the hematoma are becoming better understood, offering new therapeutic opportunities.